Illinois State University

Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders

A 4-year planning guide for Communication Sciences and Disorders Majors

FRESHMAN YEAR

· Check your ISU e-mail account (@ilstu.edu) daily.

· Read the Undergraduate Catalog for specific information regarding general education, degree and major requirements:  http://illinoisstate.edu/catalog/
· View the Communication Sciences and Disorders website at http://csd.illinoisstate.edu for more information and updates regarding the major.

· Set aside time each day to keep up with each of your courses.  Read the syllabi and study for quizzes and exams.  

· Go to Milner Library and take the iTour:  https://library.illinoisstate.edu/services/teaching-learning/i-tour/
· Make an appointment to meet with your advisor at least one time each semester. 

· Although freshmen are advised by the Academic Advisement Center in University College, feel free to contact your department advisor.  We are here to assist you, so feel free to contact us whenever you have a question or concern.

· Get involved with the National Student Speech Language Hearing Association (NSSLHA): https://csd.illinoisstate.edu/getInvolved/  

· Take CSD 115:  Human Communication.  This will provide you with an introduction to this major.

· Visit the Career Center (http://www.careercenter.ilstu.edu/) early and often to investigate and prepare for opportunities that may interest you.  

· Determine if you are interested and eligible for the Honor’s Program: http://www.honors.ilstu.edu 

· Check out the variety of ways to get involved as a student through the Dean of Students Office:  http://deanofstudents.illinoisstate.edu/involvement/ 

· Like and Follow these two CSD specific Facebook Groups
· Illinois State University CSD Department 
· ISU Speech and Hearing Clinic
· Follow on Instagram:  @isucsd
SOPHOMORE YEAR

· Upon completion of 24 hours, solely your departmental advisor will advise you.

· Meet with your advisor at least one time per semester.  You will develop an individual projected schedule this year that we will continue to modify each semester.
· Join NSSLHA and/or SAA (https://csd.illinoisstate.edu/getInvolved/ ) if you have not already done so.  Be as involved as possible with this organization.  It is a great way to meet peers and instructors within the major.

· Continue to set aside time each day to study for each of your courses.  It is VERY important to keep your GPA up as a low GPA can be hard to raise.

· Study the major requirements in the Undergraduate Catalog and/or on the department website.  You need to determine if this major manageable and interesting to you.  You need to consider whether your grades are appropriate for your career goals.

· Complete the FREE FOCUS online assessments from the Career Center:  https://careerservices.illinoisstate.edu/career-advising/focus/  It is always a good idea to have a ‘Plan B’ in mind.
· Review your Academic Progress each semester in the Student Service Center in MyIllinoisState.  Discuss any discrepancies with your advisor.

· Apply online to the Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders, if you have not already declared your major in this field.  Applications are accepted due March 1st and October 1st.

· Maintain a minimum of a “B” average in the following courses in order to stay in the CSD department:  CSD 155, CSD 175, CSD 210 and CSD 215.

· Select a minor if you are interested in pursuing one.  The most common minors for CSD majors are Spanish, Psychology, Gerontology, and Children’s Studies.

JUNIOR YEAR

· Review the American Speech Language Hearing Association website to go through the list of ASHA accredited programs through EdFind at: http://www.asha.org/edfind/  
· Talk to your advisors, professors, and other professionals in the work force to obtain more information to narrow your goals
· Determine whether your goals are realistic based on your GPA.  If necessary, visit the Career Center in SSB 185.  It is always a good idea to have a ‘Plan B’ in mind.
· Continue to STUDY HARD every day.  You will primarily be taking required major courses now.  Grades in these courses are VERY important in determining your ability to be admitted into graduate programs within the field.

· Familiarize yourself with the department’s KASA standards and professional disposition indicators and adhere to these indicators.  (Remember, you will be asking your professors for letters of recommendation soon – you need to make a positive impression.  This information is in the Department Manual:  https://csd.illinoisstate.edu/about/team/department-manual/
· Get involved as much as possible in department related activities.

· Register for and complete the Graduate Record Exam (GRE) by the start of your senior year.  Go to www.gre.org for more information and to register for this exam.  When you take the exam, you will need to specify which programs you want to receive your scores.  You will complete the GENERAL test.  Take advantage of the GRE prep courses offered in the fall terms at the Career Center.
SENIOR YEAR (first semester)

· Identify the graduate programs that you want to apply to and request information/application packets from each of these programs.  Become familiar with https://members.capcsd.org/csdcasdirectory
· Request letters of recommendation from faculty members.  Make the request for letters of recommendation in the month of October. 
· Complete and submit all graduate school applications.  Be aware of the requirements and deadlines for each individual program.

· Initiate your transcripts to be sent to schools/CSDCAS.  Go to http://www.registrar.ilstu.edu/transcripts/  for more information.  It is recommended that you send your transcripts BEFORE current grades are posted.  After grades are posted, you can do an academic update in CSDCAS.  You do NOT need to send ISU, your ISU transcripts.
· Complete the undergraduate application and pay the fee for graduation.  This is an online application available in MyIllinoisState.

· After you register for your last semester, e-mail your advisor to make sure that you have fulfilled all requirements to graduate.

· If you are NOT going to pursue graduate school, you need to begin your search for employment.  Seek out the assistance of the Career Center:

http://www.careercenter.ilstu.edu/
· Continue to utilize University resources such as the Career Center to address Plan B options.

· KEEP GPA AS HIGH AS POSSIBLE!

SENIOR YEAR (second semester)

· View your Academic Progress Summary BEFORE your last semester begins to make sure that you have completed all requirements to graduate.
· See your advisors or professors for any information/advice regarding final decision-making.

· If you are NOT going to pursue graduate school, you need to begin your search for employment –The Plan B.  Seek out the assistance of the Career Center:

http://www.careercenter.ilstu.edu/
Please address any questions that you may have to the departmental advisors:

Shannon Darling

Williams Hall 106B

309- 438-2724

sndarli@ilstu.edu
Heidi Verticchio, MS, CCC-SLP/L

Rachel Cooper 207
309-438-3266

hrfritz@ilstu.edu
